NEXGEN Control Room

NexGen is a large radio automation system running at KRFC 88.9FM Radio Fort Collins.
Frequently we just call it “Automation” for short.

The NexGen fader on the board turns on-air automation On and Off and the volume Up and
Down.

The Control Room is the interface that you will interact with in NexGen.
It is a visual representation - a playlist - of Events... songs, programs, commands, and spots that
the computer would play in Automation if not taken over by a live programmer.

This initial training walks you through the simple commands you will need to run your show
Please stick with these instructions and commands to learn how to use the interface.

A good rule to follow:
If you don’t know what a button does, please don't click it.
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Glossary
Control Room - The interface a programmer uses to interact with with NexGen automation

Event - A single song, promo, command line show in the Control Room
o Each event has a button to “Play” or “Eject (Delete)”

Block - A group of events that will all play one after another until done

Macro - A list of commands that run “behind the scenes” when clicked. What you need:
o Auto Mode Bypass (Macro) - Puts automation on the air and the system in Auto Mode -
The computer will run through the Events as shown.
o Red Live Assist (Macro) - Puts the red console on the air and the system in Live Assist.

The on air programmer is in charge of what is played.
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Mode - How NexGen plays Events - box on the bottom left tells you the mode that NexGen is in
o Live Assist - Each event plays one at a time (unless in a block)
o Auto Mode - Each event plays automatically, one after the other
o Satellite - A remote system is in charge - ie airing a show live from another venue
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Spot Block - A block of audio and live read underwriting Events - All spots play automatically as
a block

Big Play Button - Big Play Button plays next event at the top of the log

Small Play Button - Small Play Button plays a singular event that is clicked
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Programmer Instruction and Steps

The NexGen Control Room application is pinned to the Taskbar at the bottom of the Red Studio
Computer.- Click to Open
Login is the same as the On Air Windows Login:
Step 1 - Log On! Click on NexGen icon in the taskbar.

e Login: onair

e Pass: KRFC88.9

e Click on the Soundboard icon in the upper left that says “Control”

Step 2 - Change Macro to Live Assist if needed
When you are in the studio it should be in Live Assist mode
e Click MACROS
e Red Live Assist to put the system in Live Assist
Only use the Macros to change Mode... this will perform all functions needed to keep the
system in check

Step 3 - Eject “AUTO MODE BYPASS” Event
The first Event in the Playlist each hour needs to be ejected - it puts NexGen into Auto Mode
and you want it in Live Assist

Step 4 - Check upcoming events for Top of Hour
Look at the list of events to see if you need to play or read anything at the top of the hour

Step 5 - Delete what you do not need
Delete any songs (in red) that you Do Not want to play

Step 6 - Spot Block Instructions help keep timeline
Leave the Spot Blocks and the instruction (Play at :10 after, etc...) to help you keep your
timeline - Eject your “Play at...” instruction right before you play your Spot Block

Step 7 - Play All Spot Blocks

Turn up the fader for the NexGen channel and Press ON:

The ON button on the AUTO channel of the board will play the Event at the top of the playlist
and then stop - similar to how the CD player plays one song and then stops

A SPOT BLOCK is a block of Events that are counted as one event. Click the ON button on the
AUTO channel of the board when a Spot Block is at the top of the playlist will play ALL EVENTS
in the Spot Block.

LIVE READS can be previewed by clicking the LIVE button next to the Event. When they come
up during a Spot Block, the Live Read will open to be read (on top of a preview) and you must
click the Resume button in the Live Read text box in order to complete the Spot Block.



DETAILED SPOT BLOCK INSTRUCTIONS - PLAY ALL SPOT BLOCKS
1. Spot Block Instruction guide your timeline and say “Play at :10 After” etc...
a. The instruction is not part of the Spot Block
b. Eject the instruction so the Spot Block event is at the top of the list
2. Pot up the NexGen Fader
3. Press the ON button on the NexGen Fader to trigger the Spot Block when you want to
play - and the Spot Block event is at the top of the list - the same as starting a CD
a. Audio spots will play straight through and show the time left on the individual
Event as well as the time left on the Spot Block at the top of the Control Room
b. Live Reads will pop up in their own window inside the Control Room
i.  You can preview a Live Read by clicking the LIVE button next to their
small play button
ii.  The preview pops up, but the Live Read will still pop up in front when the
Event is played
iii.  Click Resume in the Live Read box to continue the Spot Block
4. Resume your show
5. Turn the NexGen Fader Button OFF to prepare for the next Event you want to play

If you do not play the spot - the system will not give us credit for playing the spot.
We will use NexGen data to tell financial sponsors that we ARE playing their underwriting
messages. We are lucky to have sponsors who are funding us without it but need to begin
providing it.
This is critical to the sustained financial success of KRFC 88.9FM Radio Fort Collins!

A Visual Guide to the Control Room Instructions
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Live Read Visual Instructions
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On behalf of KRFC 88.9 FM Radio Fort Collins | want to thank you, our
listeners for your support.

It's your generosity that helps us air more live and local music than any
other station in the region and as a non profit independent community Live

radio station streaming worldwide, your membership support helps us ' '
to continue to be a vital recourse for our great community and beyond.
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To become a sustaining member listener and to learn more, please go to
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How do you know whether you should put in NexGen into Live Assist or Auto?

Are you the First Programmer in the Morning?

OR Are you taking the board after a show in Automation?

When you are on air turn on Red Live Assist.

Click Macros at the bottom and then click

“Red Live Assist”

This tells the computer that you are there and you will control what is being played from
NexGen/Automation

Is the show after you in automation?

Turn on Auto Mode when you leave

Begin the show about 20 seconds after the top/bottom of the hour by turning the
NexGen fader ON.

THEN...

Click Macros at the bottom and then click

“Start Auto Mode”

This is critical to keep the clocks in order.

If the system is in Live Assist mode when you leave - the show (event) you turned on will
stop and nothing will play after - leaving dead air.



